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While there are a variety of deserving prison education 
programs being taught throughout Mississippi’s prison 
systems, there is lack of coordination and many attempt to 
reinvent the wheel of prison education over and over again.  
We at FRC decided to have certi�ed councilors teach our 
Re-entry programs and to have our in-house statistician Dr. 
Colin Billingsley to maintain current stats on outcomes of 
our Re-entry program which is now ongoing.   

We have been in contact with U. S. District Judge Keith 
Starrett that leads Mississippi’s Reentry Council and who has 
over 20 years’ experience in reentry programs.  Another 
member of the Reentry Council is the Commissioner of 
Corrections, Pelicia Hall.  Judge Starrett has been suggesting 
certain strategies and o�ered his assistance in our process.  
We have incorporated MRT training and now have several 
instructors Moral Reconation Therapy-MRT® (MRT) certi�ed. 
Across the United States, and in nine other countries, MRT 
has proven success in increasing o�enders’ moral reasoning, 
decreasing dropout rates, increasing life purpose, and 
reducing antisocial thinking and behavior.

We  provide a GED program for high school students and 
adults and an additional online high school diploma 
program through our New Learning Resource Online (NLRO) 
which is computer based. 

We already been teaching our life skills training in area jails 
and prisons such as addiction education & recovery, 
parenting classes, anger management classes, healthy 
relationship classes, fatherhood education, co-parenting 
education, domestic violence prevention and other life skills 
classes..

According to one of the studies the by the  National Institute 
of Justice, about 77 percent of 405,000 prisoners released in 
30 states in 2005 were arrested for a new crime within �ve 
years of their release 

Rep. Jerry Turner and President Ricky Ford of Northeast 
Community College met at the Family Resource Center in 
Tupelo to provide input as we formulated the program.  

A joint meeting with Northeast Community College’s Jobs 
Navigator Brent Johnson and the Alcorn County Correction-
al Facility representatives was held as we began to coordi-
nate an education plan. With their approval, we have now 
coordinated our MRT program into their existing programs 
there and have added the program at the Chickasaw County 
Correctional Facility with Itawamba Community College.   
This led to a joint e�ort of Families First, community colleges 
and the Mississippi Dept. of Corrections , together providing 
education and life skills that reduces recidivism.  

Families First will be documenting these inmates for job 
longevity and criminal history after release.  FRC is now 
providing funds to pay for Jobs Navigators and assistants 
located at Community Colleges.  This is a critical component 
of inmates returning to a life of employment.  By having an 
advocate that approaches businesses and encourages them 
to hire inmates, we hope to get commitments from several 
local businesses and Industries to hire our inmates. 
 
FRC will be compiling data received from the Dept. of 
Corrections showing outcomes or less recidivism over 
several years beyond release.  
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