
Kids having a bed of their own is a problem in Mississippi for some.  Bro. Stanley Huddleston, pastor of Mt. Olive Baptist Church 
in Baldwyn and Faith Coordinator for Families First for Mississippi (FFFM) discovered how great a need this was shortly after he 
joined the organization less than two years ago. 

Families come to FFFM seeking help or resources in a variety of areas.  Some come for assistance in the workforce program for 
help in educational opportunities or for help with creating a resume.  Others bring children to the literacy program for skill 
improvement.  Parents come to learn about safety with children in vehicles or to learn positive discipline techniques.  There are 
also programs that can help clients research financial assistance in different situations and with many other needs.  Regardless, 
all clients are assessed by a member of the social worker team during the intake process. 

One thing that kept coming to light is that so many children have no bed of their own.  Sometimes there were sleeping several in 
one bed or some were on pallets on the floor or on a pile of dirty clothes in a corner.   This began Huddleston’s research for ways 
to improve this aspect of the lives of children and became the birth of the Beds for Kids program in this organization.  

Over 350 beds have already been placed with families for the children who needed them.   The week of July 22nd, with a list of 
those waiting for a bed growing, Mt. Olive is sponsoring a week-long bed building event.  

“They are fantastic!” one mother of two told us.  For the security of this threesome, their names or location will not be revealed 
but the mom is eager to share the story.  “I cried when I found out this program existed.”  She talked about how not everyone has 
families that are able or willing to help during difficult times.  “These people are so selfless.”   

This client found out about the Beds for Kids program from field educators who were instructing in parenting classes and also in 
anger management classes.  “They told me about the beds program and I couldn’t believe it” 

“We love helping children and families,” Huddleston said.    

He has been proactive in not only building beds, procuring the mattresses and the bedding, but also in finding others in other 
regional locations in the state that would help in materials purchases and to help build the bed frames.   In addition to the 
donated space in the Baldwyn (Mt. Olive area), a group of physicians in Tupelo affiliated with a local Methodist church and a Vo-
Tech center in Calhoun City have begun producing beds. Soon, a fourth church location in Oxford will be building bed frames 
and beginning deliveries in that area. 

In addition to the bed-building week, Huddleston has authorized a fund-raiser that is on social media and wants to raise $4400.   
If they get the 100 beds they need done in this one week, they will the mattresses, sheets and comforters to go with these. 
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